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Prefatory Note

At the annual meeting of the SAHS, held on October 6, 1996, at the Balch
Institute in Philadelphia, Dr. Laura Villiger offered an incisive portrait in words and
pictures of the life and works of Mari Sandoz, the noted Swiss American writer. Her
captivating lecture is offered here especially for those who were unable to attend. ·The
essay of Natalie Jomini, a high school student in Helena, Montana, won first prize in a
competition launched by the Secretariat for the Swiss Abroad. How will she judge her
essay in 2050 when she will be able to compare the Swiss reality of that year with her
elegant prognosis?

In a third article, Dr. Arnold H. Price, a Swiss American by

'adoption', recalls his happy memories of his stay in the Romontsch region of
Switzerland during his youth.
Thanks are due to these authors and the reviewers of several works which are of
Swiss American interest as well as to Natalie Hector, whose expertise again gave the
Review is proper form.

Leo Schelbert
H. Dwight Page

Editors
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1.

MARI SANDOZ: PORTRAIT OF A SWISS AMERICAN AUTHOR

Laura Villiger

Land of Promise, where the gold flows, where buffaloes roam in big herds
attracting adventurous hunters, where Redskins are chased and defeated by cowboy
heroes-these are some of the ideas people in the 19th century commonly held about the
American West. Even today, the Old West is often associated with the same pictures.
But we also know today that these pictures largely belonged to a myth--a myth
propagated in Europe as well as in the so-called 'civilized' East of the American
continent. It helped to take hold of the Western territory not only in people's minds, but
also in reality.
To debunk the Westem myth for what it was and to contrast it with the true
West-these were some of the many merits of Mari Sandoz, the Swiss-American writer
and historian I'd like to introduce to you today. Had she still been alive, Mari Sandoz
would have celebrated her· hundredth birthday this year. Deplorably, within and outside
the U.S., her name is now virtually forgotten. But she deserves to be remembered, and
so it is in commemoration of this centennial that we have gathered here today--and that
I'd like to talk about her life and work.
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Perhaps it is no coincidence that someone of Swiss origin like Mari Sandoz came
to hold an unconventional view of America's history. For where the American West is
concerned, she professed an openness and independence that, at her time, had barely an
equal. But let us start at the beginning-at the roots of the Sandoz history. Who, then,
was Mari Sandoz? Where did she come from? What was her background?
Jules Sandoz, Mari's father, had left his native Neuchatel, Switzerland, in 1881,
aged twenty-two. He had been a medical student in Zurich, but a disagreement with his
family over money had caused this temperamental young man to travel across the Ocean
and seek his luck there. His great hope and ambition was to found a "Little Switzerland"
in the American Midwest.
Like many other settlers, his endeavors at farming suffered endless defeats--not
just because of the harsh and capricious climate of the Midwest, but also because cattle
ranchers were trying to assert themselves in the same area, claiming vast lands for their
herds. Unlike other pioneers, however, Jules did not give up. On the contrary, he
tenaciously held his ground for the rest of his life. His obduracy and charisma left a
deep impression on his daughter Mari. Mari was the first child of Jules and Mary.
Mary was Jules's fourth wife, and a Swiss, too. She had come, like many other
European women, to the Midwest's prairies quite unprepared for the harshness of pioneer
life. But unlike Jules's first three wives, she stuck to her lot, raising six children and

. supporting her eccentric husband with infinite patience and hard work.
Mari's childhood was undoubtedly a period of harsh confrontation with the settler
world. In a narrow sense, this meant the Sandoz family--her father, who was given to
unpredictable tempers, her overburdened mother, as well as her five siblings of whom
she had to take care. It moreover meant life in a shack, never-ending house chores, poor
clothing, and rare pleasure. In a wider sense, for Mari being a settler child implied little
contact outside her family, no schools within easy reach, and no infrastructure that would
have connected the Sandoz family with their neighborhood.

In this atmosphere of

material and emotional scarcity, personal exchanges and creative expression had little
chance. Mari, however, fleeing the constant pressures at home as often as she could,
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found relief in the natural environment and discovered its peculiar beauty. Her intimacy
with the land around her was not unlike that of the Lakota Indians who lived in the same
region.
So it was natural that the girl felt drawn to them, too. She eagerly listened to
their stories whenever they visited the Sandoz place, which was quite frequently, because
Jules had made friends with thei:n on first arriving. From the Lakotas' stories Mari learnt
of their life in pre-reservation days. These accounts were fundamental for her later
career, not only since they provided her with authentic material for her own stories and
books, but also because they enabled her to grasp the Native American world from
within. At the same time, this knowledge would allow her to look at her own cultural
background from a critical distance.
At the age of nine, Mari was finally allowed to go to a local school. Her father,
who strongly objected to the rudimentary educational system, was finally forced to do so
by the authorities. Only a few years later, when she was twelve, one of her stories was
accepted by the Omaha Daily News. The girl was overjoyed. Not even her father's rage
II

at such a foolish occupation as writing or his dictum that writers were the maggots of
II

society could now restrain her.
Throughout her adolescence and young adulthood, writing helped Mari to survive
the forbidding climate inside and outside her home.

But in 1919, after a short and

apparent! y stormy marriage to a Sandoz neighbor, Mari struggled free and escaped to
Lincoln, the state capital. From then on she would much prefer her personal freedom
and independence to any commitment to a man. Although over the years she made close
professional friends, her life, in its focus on research and writing, would at times assume
almost monastic qualities.
While attending university courses in Lincoln whenever money and time allowed,
Mari was encouraged by her teachers to collect material on her home region's history.
Soon she was spending hours compiling information at the Nebraska State Historical
Society. This material helped her to amplify her personal memories, while at the same
time providing her with a sound basis for her 'Sandhill stories' --a collection of stories set
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in her home region. Disappointingly, however, publishers showed little interest in her
accounts. To them Sandoz's stark realism was ill-suited for their readers, who seemed
to prefer lighter or more romantic versions of frontier and settler life. But in 1928, at
the age of thirty-two, she received recognition of a completely different and unexpected
kind: Her father, falling seriously ill and anticipating his death, asked her to write down
the story of his life.

Old Jules, the result of his request, is, however, more than a biography; it is a
detailed account of Nebraska's frontier era in which, amidst political upheavals, land
fights, and other struggles, Jules emerges as the central figure. After many unsuccessful
attempts with publishers, and having revised her manuscript several times, Sandoz finally
won the Atlantic nonfiction contest with Old Jules. The book was first published by
Atlantic Press in 1935.

With this final breakthrough Sandoz' belief in her artistic

strength returned. What encouraged her especially was the fact that critics were delighted
both with the frankness with which she pictured frontier life and with her unembellished
style. To give a first brief impression, here is a short passage from Old Jules. In it the
author describes one of the most powerful thunderstorms of her youth:
The last day of June the sun rose with a peculiar whiteness, casting a
bluish shadow behind every post and bush. About six o'clock a gray
cloud started directly overhead and spread. Two sharp, dry bolts of
lightning sent the grandmother and the boys scurrying into the house.
Ah, I don't like this Donner in the morning we have here in America. It brings
only bad before the night, the old woman complained.
11

11

11

We can use rain for the corn," Mary said as she strained the milk into
pans.
Without answering the old woman went out again, to look at the clearing sky,
shaking her head.
( ... )

Because it was clouding up Mary didn't go to the field after dinner. By
two o'clock the sky was covered and a great green sausage cloud rolled
in over Mirage Flats.
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( ... )

There was a faint rumble--such as the Indians had warned [Jules] against,
like a thousand buffalo stampeding over far prairie, their sharp hoofs
cutting the grass to powder. "Oh, hell!-Mary! Hail coming--Oh, ruin
me my corn and my trees."
Mary, coming through the garden gate, turned to follow Jules's pointing
finger, her skirts tucked high under her apron strings, the well-polished
hoe over her shoulder. "Ach!" She slammed the hoe on the fence. "So
it goes! Work, work, and then the hail comes and takes it all. Marie,
where is the baby?"
"Wo ist Grossmutter?" Jules fussed. "Why don't she come home when
a storm's coming?" Just then she came through the trees, the short,
plump old woman bent double under the weight of both Jules and the
baby pickaback.
Sending them into the lean-to, Mary nailed old sheets and blankets over
the windows to the west, while Jules carried a fifty-pound can of blasting
powder out of the house and covered it with a wooden washtub. Then
they huddled in the lean-to as far from the chimney as possible, Jules
with the children. By now the lightning was an almost continuous
blinding violet; the thunder rocked the house.
Then suddenly the hail was upon them, a deafening pounding against the
shingles and the side. of the house, bouncing high from the ground in
white sheets. One window after another crashed inward, the force of the
wind blowing the blankets and sheets into the room, driving the hail in
spurts across the floor, until white streaks reached clear across it. Water
ran in streams through the wide cracks between the boards.
The wind turned, and the south windows, unprotected, crashed inward
together, the house rocking with the blast. Mary ran to the bedroom,
pushed the bed into a far corner, rolled the tick and covers into a pile.
Outside the trees about the house were momentarily visible through the
gusts of hail, only naked sticks, stripped of all fruit and foliage. (OJ,
pp. 249-51)
The success of Old Jules spurred Sandoz to tackle new projects. Apart from two rather
unsuccessful novels also set in her home region she now focused on an aspect of the
frontier era she hadn't considered in depth so far--the Native Americans' share in it. In
particular the figure of the great Lakota chief Crazy Horse interested her, because of his
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ability as a leader, his personal qualities, and his tragic death. For her, his strategic
brilliance and his mysticism that had allowed him to dedicate his life to his people
qualified him as a true hero. In addition, she identified Crazy Horse with her own home
region. She was convinced that he had taken part in an incident on the spot where the
Sandoz homestead was later located.

When learning of her new project, an

anthropologist and clqse friend of Mari's, Eleanor Hinman, offered her the research
material she herself had collected on the subject of Crazy Horse. After some scrupulous
hesitation, Mari accepted her offer and started to do her own extensive research: For
weeks she travelled through the Lakota region accompanied by her close friend Helen
Blish, taking notes on historic sites and interviewing old Indians who could still recollect
some of their recent history. Moreover, the archives in Washington provided plentiful
and invaluable material on the Oglala Sioux. While re-experiencing the Lakotas' tragic
past, Sandoz came to realize that in order to treat their world adequately she had to
approach it from within--from a viewpoint as empathetic and Indian as possible. For her,
this could only be achieved by using a particular, highly stylized English--one that
somewhat echoed the Lakota language and their world order.

Although she never

actually spoke this Indian language, she grasped its rhythm and some of its rich imagery.
Her growing insight into the Lakota world sharpened the author's critical awareness of
her own White background-so much so that when later examining White-Indian
encounters, she would consciously avoid an exclusively White viewpoint and language,
thus trying to provide a balanced perspective.
The differences between the product of her research, Crazy Horse, and Old Jules
are considerable. But there is one striking parallel between the two works. Just as in
the account of her father's life, she here attempts to portray Crazy Horse's life alongside
with his people's history. Tragically, Crazy Horse was killed at the height of his life,
while trying to negotiate a peace agreement with white army officers at Fort Robinson.
Ironically, a victim of jealousy and false rumors, he was killed by one of his own men.
For Sandoz his death symbolized more than a hero's d~ath--it reflected the doomed future
of a whole people.
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Having completed the first draft of Crazy Horse, Mari took it to all the
significant places dealt with, to check on factual accuracy once more and to deepen her
emotional insight into the world and characters depicted. To her great dismay, however,
she learnt that after submitting her completed manuscript to her publisher, Alfred Knopf,
most of the stylistic subtleties on which she had long been working were getting changed.
Without even waiting for the author's consent, her editors had decided to translate
original Lakota expressions into English, besides grammatically re-arranging entire
sentences. But even with editorial changes Crazy Horse did not bring the success Knopf
might have hoped for. At the time of its publication, 1943, the US was involved in
World War II in the role of a heroic defender against German aggressors. Very few
Americans at that time seemed interested in the dark aspects of their own past, let alone
where Indians were concerned. Like Sandoz, other Western writers had met with a
similar lack of interest: John G. Neihardt, for example, who had published his now
famous Black Elk Speaks in 1932, had to buy the left-over copies from his publisher
because the book sold so poorly. Also Frank Waters' novel Ihe Man Who Killed Deer,
published in 1941 and now considered a classic, remained virtually unnoticed for 20
years.

Alongside these works, Crazy Horse must have appeared too early for most

readers to understand. Sandoz, however, appreciated the fact that some writers she felt
congenial to--such as John G. Neihardt, Wallace Stegner or Jack Schaefer--admired her
book. Even more important was the positive response she received from Indians, many
of whom revered Crazy Horse like a messiah.

One Oglala, Chief Standing Bear,

remarked that the author .wrote "just like the good old Lakotas spoke". From Lone
Eagle, a remote descendant of Crazy Horse, she received this praise:
I recently read your splendid book Crazy Horse and must say, without
thought of flattery, that your writing is by far, and far the finest work
ever composed on this famous Dakota. I am also very happy, and much
surprised that you knew so many of the old timers that I have also
known. It was like reading a story of my friends to note the many
people you mention that were friends of my family many years ago.
Occasionally during the following years Indians, not always Sioux, called on the
author as a matter of respect. Once, after she had,, moved to New York, a group of
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Flatheads and northern Lakotas, most of them soldiers, stopped by. While they sat in
a circle, one gave a harangue in Lakota; then they read bits of the book, using sign
language. Before they took their formal leave, they gave her the double handshake, first
the right hand on top, then the left.

She was pleased and a little shaken by the

experience.
For a first illustration of Crazy Horse, let us now listen to a short passage from

L

it. Here Sandoz describes part of a sundance ceremony. More precisely, the Oglala
Sioux, gathering for this annual event, are reenacting the Battle of Little Bighorn, when
Crazy Horse's warriors celebrated a superior victory over the U.S. Army's General
Custer and his Seventh Cavalry:
Next there was the play battle, this time the fight on the Little Big Horn,
with the Crazy Horse warriors taking the pan of the Indians, the
friendlies and some of the traders' sons being the Long Hairs' [General
Custer's] soldiers. But when the fighting started the blood of the
warriors ran too hot and instead of using the bows just for touching, they
cried "Hoka hey!" and struck hard or even grabbed up the war clubs
from their belts. So the scouts and traders' sons fired with their
revolvers and drove the unarmed Indians from the dancing camp. But
they got some guns and came charging back, and now there was real
shooting, the women crying out as the sides pushed together. If one man
was hit to fall, it would be a bloody fight. White Hat saw this and
galloped in to stop his scouts, but the fighting was done before anyone
got there. Crazy Horse had ridden into the place of smoke and bullets
between the two sides and, holding his hand up in the peace sign, cried:
"Friends! You are shooting your own people!" Everything stopped, the
air still as before lightning, the people not seeming to breathe, afraid a
bullet would find the man of the Oglalas, for there were surely some
who would shoot if they thought no one could say who it was, afraid
only that the Crazy Horse people would tear them to pieces as the angry
grizzly does the rabbit that gets in his way. (CH, 65-66)
In 1943, after several years of living and writing in Denver, Mari moved to New
York City, where she had free access to all the excellent research libraries. When once
friends asked her why she didn't want to return to her beloved home region, she replied
in her typically terse manner: "An outpost in New York is very useful when you have
to talk editors down. From Lincoln or Denver you know nothing; from Greenwich
Village you know it all, no matter how seldom one is there."
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Although Sandoz often spoke disparagingly of the East and its inhabitants, she
liked Manhattan immensely before long. At that time Fiorello LaGuardia was mayor of
the city, and his benign influence was felt everywhere. In the Village there was a
neighborly friendliness that appealed to her in particular. She would, for example, have
her morning coffee at the same drugstore every day, often together with other writers and
artists.

And she often revised her texts while sitting in one of the cafes, thereby

becoming something of a local celebrity.
Once settled down, Sandoz resumed her usual long working hours, often sleeping
no more than four or five hours a night. She did make time for friends who visited from
the West and for her New York acquaintances, but it was usually only a short while
before she returned to work. She soon knew many people in publishing and entertained
an active interest in the arts, but she steered clear of social commitments. Her friends
simply had to accept her overwhelming interest in writing. When she felt people .getting
too close, she would blow up over a trifle, to keep them at a distance. And yet there
were times when she suffered from loneliness. And there was a part in her that was
eager to please and to be recognized. So sometimes she found herself giving too much
of her time to people she had no obligation to. She read many manuscripts, for instance,
sometimes from complete strangers, or she answered too many letters in too much detail.
Besides working on several new projects, she now continued research on Indian
history.

This time her attention was focused on the tragic fate of the Northern

Cheyennes, who in the winter of 1878-79 had fled from an Oklahoma reservation in the
South back to their homelands in Montana. To explore the regions to be covered in her
future book she spent the fall of 1949 traveling. In the course of her journey she made
a number of significant discoveries. And again she was struck by the braveness the
Cheyenne people had professed on their flight, for despite being attacked by the army and
massacred several times they had persisted in making their way home. At the same time,
however, Sandoz was also extremely grieved by the misery of modern reservation
Indians.
Since the end of the war a lot of the government subsidies had been cut and
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hospitals and schools closed. Determined that something must be done to alleviate this
miserable situation, she wrote to President Truman, corresponded with several
congressmen and contacted Alexander Lesser, then chairman of the Association of
American Indian Affairs. Later she would even speak at the Association's meetings.
Last but not least she entertained a lively contact with the people on the Lame Deer
Reservation in Montana. A result of this was that she helped one of the first Indian
women to receive a graduate scholarship.
In 1950, between completing Cheyenne Autumn and getting it published, Sandoz
received an honorary Doctorate of Literature from the University of Nebraska. To her,
this was indeed a great honor, for it confirmed that even without much formal schooling
she had accomplished scholarship of high rank. Ironically, however, at the same time
she was plagued with severe financial difficulties. To get over the worst she turned to
"bread and butter" fiction--a decision which, considering her resilient nature, seemed
rather dubious.

Luckily, however, not all the writings of that period served a

commercial purpose.
In 1953, after the usual lengthy battles over editing, Cheyenne Autumn was finally
published. This time, Sandoz had won her battles with editors--to the great benefit of the
book: In this dense account she manages to compel her readers not only through the
action as such, but just as well through a wealth of carefully studied detail and through
her ability to address a theme of eternal significance--that of a doomed people. Her book
was greeted with spontaneous enthusiasm. Many readers found it easier to understand
than Crazy Horse, possibly because of the author's use of white-man dates and place
names, possibly also, because its clear story line and archetypal theme appealed to most;
or, quite simply, because readers had finally got used to the author's Indian idiom. A
young Episcopalian seminarian, Peter J. Powell, was so impressed with Cheyenne

Autumn that he made Cheyenne religious life his major research interest. Father Powell
first called on Mari to tell her of his admiration for her earlier Crazy Horse, thus
beginning a lifelong friendship. She assisted him in his initial search for information,
introduced him to people on the northern reservation, and counseled him on many points
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of Cheyenne culture. Powell's own famous study on the Cheyennes-Sweet Medicine-is
studded with footnotes crediting his friend Sandoz.
In 1963 Cheyenne Autumn was turned into a Hollywood production with the
author's consent. Unfortunately, however, the film version by John Ford ended up
utterly distorting Sandoz's carefully balanced account.

It was a typical Hollywood

Western that only hardened her conviction that most Whites were neither willing nor able
to understand Native American history and culture.

The years following the publication of Cheyenne Autumn were busier than ever
for Mari Sandoz: Back in 1952 she had been commissioned to write an account on
America's buffalo hunters-a task which, after the appearance of her Cheyenne story, she
addressed with renewed vigor. She herself had long been considering a whole series on
the history of the Great Plains, so a book on the buffaloes and their hunters came as a
welcome challenge. On the whole, the author's picture of this era was anything but
apologetic of Whites.
The buffalo had long represented the Plains Indians' traditional subsistence, but
as White hunters began to encroach upon Indian territory, killing animals in ever larger
numbers, the natural equilibrium was destroyed and the Indians were faced with
starvation. Indeed, according to Sandoz, most buffalo hunters were ruthless exploiters
and their actions had to be viewed both as a product and a tool of colonial expansion.
So not even the stock Westem heroes, such as Wild Bill Hickock, General Philip
Sheridan, or Buffalo Bill Cody received any of her admiration.
With several successful titles on the Great Plains, the author had now firmly
established herself as a Midwestern writer and historian. Her schedule was exhaustingapart from traveling to conferences and writing workshops she tried to continue with a
further book on the Plains history, covering the landfights between settlers and cattlemen.
But then she was faced with a number of crises. First, two of her friends committed
suicide, allegedly because they had been hounded by McCarthy people. Then she was
diagnosed with breast cancer and had to go to a hospital for an operation. She vowed
that she would not let the disease terrorize her--as a child she had had a gun pointed at
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her twice by her furious father, so now she would not let herself panic. And she did not.
Within a very short time she was up and moving about. When she felt her wound was
not healing fast enough, she resorted to a method she had learnt from an account of a
19th century colonel. He had put soldiers with stubborn wounds out into the air so they
could dry more quickly. Mari adapted this treatment to her New York environment,
using a fan instead of wind in her apartment.
As a concession to her convalescence and in order to do more research for her
next book, Sandoz did not teach her usual Writers Workshop in Wisconsin in summer
1954. The thought of her absence seems to have distressed several faculty members

as

well as the students. One professor protested:
One of the things you have done best for the Writer's Institute is to
infuse the feeling of urgency. [ ... ) Even those with little talent have felt
the force of this belief. The word 'inspiration' has been trivialized but
what it used to mean is what I mean that the students have got from you.
In spring 1958 The Cattlemen-a sequel to The Buffalo Hunters--was published.
Like The Buffalo Hunters, this history focused on an animal's role in the process of
colonial expansion-that of America's cattle. According to Sandoz, similar mechanisms
of conquest and subdual were still at work in this later period. But while in the era of
the buffalo hunters white men had fought for supremacy over Indians, they now fought
for dominance over each other. In her childhood she had experienced the fierceness of
some of these cattlemen as they were trying to claim land and assert themselves in her
home region. So it was from a highly authentic if not wholly neutral viewpoint that she
described their doings and wrongdoings.
In honor of the publication of The Cattlemen, a Mari Sandoz day was pronounced
in Nebraska.

And in order to introduce her book where she was less well-known, the

author traveled to different parts of the country; but annoyingly, although her title was
on the New York Times best-seller list, there were often not enough copies in the stores
where she was autographing.

As a result of her publisher's poor marketing, she

concentrated on working with the University of Nebraska Press, a more neutral and less
profit-oriented publisher. Bruce Nicoll, its director, asked Sandoz to advise him in
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planning a new venture, Bison Books-a line of quality paperbacks which would include
reprints of western classics. One of her first suggestions was John G. Neihardt's Black
Elk Speaks, which she considered one of the best first-hand accounts of American Indians

with any flavor of the old days.
The years 1961 and 1963 were mostly spent on research trips. Once Sandoz
visited her family in the sandhills and traveled through western Nebraska and the Black
Hills with her youngest sister Caroline. To get prepared for yet another project, she
wanted to refresh her feeling for the great expanse of prairie out there. For up to the
mid-19th century, the Teton Sioux had gathered there every summer. Twenty thousand
Indians could live there for two weeks, with enough grass on the hills for forty thous~d
horses.
Current Indian affairs also continued to keep her occupied.

She had been

distressed when, in 1953, Congress has passed a bill giving legal jurisdiction over
reservation Indians to the states without the consent of the Indians. Even more so, she
regretted the fact that thousands of Sioux were forced off their reservations to seek jobs
in large cities. To help, she used her influence in whatever way she could, going to
Washington for hearings, for example, or to talk to government officials.
In 1963 Sandoz intensified her research on the beaver trade--the topic of her last
major book and the third in her Great Plains Series, 1he Beaver Men. Chronologically
the first in the series, this work traces the very beginnings of America's colonization.
To describe the political, sociological, and ecological implications of that process,
Sandoz, again concentrates on the role of an animal-this time the beaver.

In this

manner, she manages to shed light on early forms of colonial aggression. In so doing,
she redefines the celebrated onset of Euro-American civilization as the beginning of a
protracted tragedy--that of the systematic and large-scale destruction of the many
indigenous cultures. Often there is irony in her dry way of stating horrible facts, as e.g.
in the following passage on missionaries:
In 1702 Father Carheil urged the complete destruction of the Five
Nations as a way to protect western trade.
With The Beaver Men, The Buffalo Hunters, and The Cattlemen, most of the
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history of the American Midwest since the coming of the white men had been embraced.
Still missing in the author's reconstruction was now only an account on the
industrialization in the twentieth century. This she planned to tackle in a further volume
_of her 'Great Plains Series'. With such future plans in mind and various unfinished
projects at hand, work was not even deferred when, in 1964, she had to go to hospital
for a second cancer operation.

Maybe because Sandoz realized that her days were

counted, she pressed on with what there was to finish.
Nevertheless, writing became more and more difficult as the author's illness
progressed. She managed to complete a few projects she felt were most important. But
in early 1966 she had to be taken to hospital again, where, on March 10, she died. As
had always been her wish, she was buried without ceremony, in the Sandhills near her
father's ranch.
Before closing, let us now again.listen to Sandoz's voice. More precisely, let me
present in a little more detail one of her two voices--her "Indian" one. As mentioned
earlier, for Sandoz bot.11 the White and the Indian worlds are governed by two different
logics. Time, space, and the human being can never be understood as objectively given
concepts; they must always be perceived in terms of each respective world--White or
Indian. So, for Sandoz to do justice to these worlds is to represent them as specifically
White or Indigenous.
What marks Sandoz's Indigenous voice as such? How, for example, does she
represent the Indian idea of time and space, or the concept of oneness of all ways of
being?

Of course, considering the vast difference between English and Lakota or

Cheyenne, it is virtually impossible to approximate these Indigenous concepts in English.
What Sandoz does achieve, however, is a highly poetic English reminiscent of Neihardt's

Black Elk. One of its most noticeable characteristics is its strong rhythm with a strong
pulsating beat suggesting a sense of continuity and interrelate4ness. What adds to this
rhythm and heightens the sense of continuity is the frequent repetition of certain phrases.
It is by such stylistic devices as these that Sandoz manages to evoke e.g. the impression
of migratory movement in Indian life.
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In addition, Sandoz's Indian texts are replete with images that suggest not only

something of the Indian universe and its animateness, but also something of its people's
intimate rapport with this universe. Natural elements, animal and plant life, as well as
human possessions serve to create an intricate web within which the human being is
situated. In this way, Sandoz's imagery also heightens the poetic character of her texts,
and since the same images often recur, they tune in well with the general rhythm of her
Indian idiom. To do justice to the richness of her language, I would like to conclude
with one last passage from Crazy Horse, talks to his son, whose name as a boy is Curly.
The father is looking towards their people's future, thinking of what his son's task in life
could be:
With the first noisy gathering of the mountain jays for their flight South,
the people began to scatter from the great council at Bear Butte. The
Oglalas and Brules of the upper Platte country started first, moving off
westward around the Black Hills, to separate later at some fork in the
travois trail or to make their winter camps together. Then the Two
Kettles and the No Bows left, and the Blackfoot and the Hunkpapas, until
only the poles of the great council lodge stood on the sacred place, to fall
under some far-off winter storm, back to the earth from which they
grew.
Crazy Horse and his son went out from the butte in a direction that had
no trail. They rode alone, each leading a pack horse, and several times
the father stopped to smoke and consider, the son quiet beside him.
Finally he picked a high point, and when they climbed to the top it was
as he had wished: A place that looked far over a country stretching
away in the sun like the shadow-marked flank of a buckskin horse, while
just below them lay a sheltered little valley, with trees and a stream.
Here the Lakota father sat and made a long smoke. And as he smoked
he remembered many things of this place, and many things of his young
Brule wife who bore him two sons before she died, sons that seemed like
no others among the Oglalas, particularly this first-born beside him,
whose eyes and whose way had long seemed chosen for sacred things,
not only to him as the father but also to him as a holy man. He had
waited several years for this son to speak of what was within him and
now, because it seemed that he must make the words soon or lose power,
the father had brought him up here, for as the tree that does not leaf in
its time, so it is with the man who does not use the power that rises in
his youth.
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[... ]
Quietly, thoughtfully, the father stroked the hair of his pipe case for the
wisdom he must have to speak to his son. Finally he began.
There, in the little valley below them, was the place where Curly had
first come into the sunlight of a fall day like this. It was during the very
bad times for the Lakotas of the Shell river, for all their relatives. The
Brules' camp were crazy from the white man's whiskey, the lodges old
and tom because the new skins were made into robes to trade for the
burning cup, and many children went hungry because none would go far
enough to make a good hunt. Many of the young Brules died; others,
like Spotted Tail, vowed never to touch the whiskey. Among his own
people, the Oglalas, there was even greater trouble, with much
quarreling and fighting, the blood of their brothers spilled on the ground.
Since then there had been no man strong enough to bring them together.
Now it was not only the Oglalas that must be brought together, if their
lands and people were to be saved, but all the Tetons, all brought .
together and held against the guns and the presence of the whites.
"Somewhere, a good man must rise from the young ones among us,"
Crazy Horse told his Son, "one who has had no part in the old troubles.
It will not be enough for him to speak words of wisdom if he cannot give
the people ears to ear and hearts to make them strong against the power
of the white man's favor. He must be one who does great deeds for the
young to see, great deeds for the people. It will take a very big, a very
strong man, one the people can see standing above the others."

I hope that, with this, we could give you some idea about Mari Sandoz and her
work. Maybe some of you would even like to read one of her books. So please feel free
to [look at the books I've brought along] and pick up a reading list with the titles of her
major works. If not in stock, they can easily be ordered. Thank you for your attention.
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2.

SWITZERLAND: 2050
Natalie Jomini

Today, in the year 2050, Switzerland has changed immensely over the past fifty
years. From watches to robots, Switzerland has redefined technology. Advances and
difficulties overcome have propelled the Swiss to world leadership in many areas.
Swiss industry, although maintaining past trends, has championed and led the
world into an era of Artificial Humanoidal Intelligence (AHi). This robotics movement
has changed the world's standard of living. Swiss hero, Maggie Meier, developed one
of the first artificial humanoids, and the industry has taken off since then. In addition,
Swiss continue their supremacy in pharmaceutical production. The country has pursued
a vigorous medical science research program, constantly investigating and discovering
new cures. Several new antibiotics developed from plant life made their way to the top
of the world market over this past year. With these advances in medicine, the country
attracts many people as a worldwide health center. Switzerland maintains its banking and
tourist industries with a vibrancy, attracting more money and visitors each year.
Unfortunately, the traditional watch building enterprises have suffered many setbacks.
Fine watches, such as Rolexes, are still produced, although at a diminishing rate. The
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production of cheese and the harvesting of vineyards for wine has greatly decreased.
Industry has flourished through the coming of robots and the continuation of conventional
Swiss goods.
The Swiss have had a great deal of difficulty with the European Community and
foreign relations. The country's former policy of isolationism has disappeared, replaced
with one of global concern.

Switzerland attempted an entry into the European

Community as an honorary member, much like the country's previous role in the United
Nations. Years later, the decision was reversed and Switzerland became a full member
in both the United Nations and the European Community. A neutrality clause remains
in effect in both organizations, enabling the Swiss not to vote in situations where
remaining neutral is impossible. By doing this, the Swiss have a good rapport with other
countries throughout the world.
The job market has gone on a roller coaster ride over the past few years. When
the AHi movement began, many citizens lost their assembly line jobs to the technological
advances in robotics. At the same time, a more competitive work force emerged as the
center of business. Young people have the opportunity to advance due to quality of
work, not the length of their employment. Therefore, as menial jobs disappeared from
the market, people gained openings and room for promotions in other fields.
Menial jobs have almost disappeared, leaving little room for foreign employment.
Although Switzerland continues to be a refugee haven, over the past few years, work for
foreigners has decreased.

Some jobs went to the Swiss themselves as the population

grew. Swiss citizens accepted these jobs because they were the only positions available.
Today, the population growth rate is zero percent, and robots seem to have taken over.
menial fields.
As young people gained opportunities, the business focus also changed. Today,.
a refreshing entrepreneurial spirit has forwarded itself among Swiss people. More and
more citizens are starting new businesses. Amazingly, the success rate of these new
businesses rises almost daily. These businesses vary from shoes to architectural firms.
This innovative mood has inspired many Swiss to venture into the world of business on
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their own, both in the homeland and abroad.
With the rise in business, a new field emerged from a generation of aspiring
dreams-the entertainment profession. Swiss movies and artistry have taken the world
by surprise these past few years. It has become a huge, booming field, providing jobs
for many citizens. Switzerland has chosen to focus on high technology entertainment
such as virtual reality, holograms, and the worldwide, 3-D computer network known as
3Net.
Switzerland has suffered for many years due to the absence of natural resources.
Fortunately, the Swiss have made many agreements with other countries.

Foreign

countries ship in raw materials that Switzerland manufactures into precision goods . .The
finished products are sent back to the countries, and the Swiss earn a handsome profit.
The agreement has increased Swiss production, exports, and imports tremendously.
Switzerland started a new regulation in transportation twenty years ago-the
abolishment of automobile travel. The environmental concerns with car pollution had
greatly disturbed Swiss people, which led them to the termination of this contaminating
practice. Only one legalized form of vehicle transportation remains, emergency travel,
which seldom occurs. A magnetic levitation mass transit system (MagLev) is the new
form of transportation. This setup runs throughout the country, enabling citizens to go
to work or on vacation. MagLev runs between two magnetic platforms, which pull the
train equally up and down, causing a hovering appearance. With a slight electrical
charge, the train zooms through the country.

Abolishing automobile travel and

introducing the mass transit system has not only saved many lives, but has dramatically
decreased the pollution.
Besides the decrease in pollution from automobiles, the Swiss have started several
other Earth-friendly programs. The government ordered all aerosol cans banned from
use and plants many trees to "Keep Switzerland Green." Switzerland also recycles and
reuses almost every resource, for they know first hand what it is like to go without.
These environmental steps have not only improved Switzerland itself, but have increased
tourism due to the fresh air and green mountains of the country.
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Previously, male citizens were required to enlist in the military. Today, the
Swiss military runs strictly on AHi. Several men and women control thousands of AHi
robots and technologically advanced weaponry from a central headquarters in the midst
of the Alps. With this automated military, male citizens cannot enter the military to learn
to fight. Instead, the government demands that they spend time as a civilian volunteer,
working in hospitals, orphanages, sweeping up the streets, and other jobs to aid the
community. Women currently protest and picket as part of an equal rights movement to
require all citizens to enlist, instead of just males. This has not yet gone through the
government, but a bill proposing this action will be on the ballot next year.
Women have faced the challenges of equality. The Swiss have integrated the
work force, creating opportunities for women in most fields. They also enjoy suffrage,
a privilege which women worked fervently to gain.

Although jobs are not readily

available, many women work outside the household. They spend time participating in
areas of interest. After years of struggle, the government recognizes Swiss women as
equal citizens, except in the military.
The Swiss political system remains much the same as it has in the previous
millennium. The form of government remains a Federal Republic. Many parties still
exist, from communist to democratic. Today, more liberal parties come forward each
year due to the entrepreneurial, young work force. In addition, an increasing number
of women have turned to politics as a career option. Nearly half the Council of States
consists of women members. Politics, although much the same, has greatly advanced
through the introduction of women and new liberal parties.
The Swiss economy is healthy and doing well. Switzerland has had to work to
achieve this strong economy. The international value of the Swiss franc decreased for
several years before Switzerland joined the European Community. The country has
reduced its debts through increased taxes.
History and culture continue to play a role in Switzerland. Part of the country's
appeal to travelers includes the preservation of historical sights such as the Chateau de
Chillon.

Movements to modernize the monuments are repeatedly voted down,
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maintaining the majestic beauty of the past. As for culture, parades still meander through
the country with cows wearing flowers and children singing songs. August 1 continues
to end with lampoons and huge bonfires to commemorate Swiss independence.
Obviously, culture and history continue to live on in the Swiss heart and soul.
Due to the increased robotics, free time for many citizens has also escalated!
Some people choose to use this time for enjoyment, so the entertainment field has
blossomed. Others have turned their eyes to sports, walking along the endless trails, or
going to athletic clubs. The society has become health conscious, watching their diets
and exercising regularly. People often watch television during the afternoon, or listen
to music. The increase in free time has left many Swiss people seeking new hobbies and
experiences, yet still enjoying traditional activities.
Unfortunately, with the time availability, crime and drug use multiplied in past
years. Many children engaged in petty vandalism and "huffing" common household
products. Today, though, new programs have reduced these offenses. The CPLE,
Centre pour les Enfants, took to the streets informing children of the risks and
consequences of juvenile crime and drug use. Programs such as these seem to have made
the difference, as rates have dropped dramatically, and the Swiss have almost returned
to a drug-free and crimeless society.
Switzerland has entered the new era of 2050 with grace, technology, and world
relations. Maintaining neutrality, although not easy, led the country through the years.
The incredible advances and difficulties overcome by the Swiss people have left the tiny
microcosm in the center of Europe a superior world leader.
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3.

SWISS RECOLLECTIONS

Arnold H. Price

I am naturally very much pleased to have been honored to give an account of my
diverse encounters with Switzerland and matters Swiss. And in this connection, I should
point out that I have no Swiss ancestors and that my relationship to Helvetia is purely
elective on my part. I was born in Bonn on the Rhine (a well-known Swiss export),
where my father was an English-language instructor; my mother came from a Rhenish
family. While growing up in Germany, my parents decided that I should spend my
summer vacation at a home (Kinderheim) near Flims in Graubiinden. I had a wonderful
time in this sunny Alpine spot, and remember the happy days with nostalgia. But fate
struck a few years later, as the big mountain behind the home slid down and devastated
it. - At the end of my stay my father picked me up, and we hiked down the Axenstrasse
along Lake Lucerne.
We all moved to Michigan, where I enrolled at the University of Michigan. In
1935 the University offered a prize of 50 dollars for the best essay (in German) on the
subject of "Gottfried Keller als Novellenschreiber." I had always liked Keller, entered
the contest, and won; but received only 44 dollars, as the university was short of money.
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After being discharged from the Army in 1946, I found a job in the intelligence
bureau of the U.S. Department of State and was assigned to the Central European
Section, where Herbert Marcuse as one of my supervisors.

We were engaged in

intelligence research, an activity not unlike academic research, as it relies heavily on
published sources. One morning, when I was the first one in the office, the telephone
rang, and a fellow working for the CIA asked what I knew about the Swiss magazine

Terelia. Having not worked on Switzerland, I went through the reference works we had
on hand, but could not find the answer. So I asked for the context; the reply was: "It
has been reported in Teralia . . . " It took me another five minutes to convince the man
from CIA that inter alia was a legitimate English phrase. This episode reflects the
difficulty of reading telegraphic messages, as they often resemble Latin inscriptions. The
classic case is that of the radio commentator who held forth for 30 minutes on the
Opensky Proposal (Open Sky).
After some time, I was shifted from current intelligence to basic intelligence, a
line of work that involved preparing a kind of handbook on every foreign country. The
scope of my assignment covered political, cultural, and social aspects of Austria,
Germany, and Switzerland (as well as Liechtenstein). Both Switzerland and Austria were
new to me. I thought Austria would be easy and Switzerland, with its cultural diversity,
would be difficult. But it turned out the other way around. Information on Swiss life
and institutions is very much in the public domain. In this connection, the Department
sent me for a week or so to Switzerland, so I could familiarize myself with the country
and its people. I spent some time in Bern, but most of my stay in Zurich. I also took
an excursion to Liechtenstein. What do I remember? I visited the Landesbibliothek and
Peter Lang Publishers, where I was well received. I also saw Zwingli's sword. In
Zurich, I went to libraries and research institutes, attended a school class in High
German, went to the theater and the movies, but also strolled through the city, the
specialty shops, and 'discovered' the park that had been the old core of the town.
I had some trouble in my Bern hotel making myself understood with my English
or German. In Zurich I tried to check my luggage at the railroad station and said in my
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best high German: "Ich mochte gem mein Gepack aufgeben." The attendant looked at
me as if I had lost my mind. In Swiss German what I said meant that I wanted to
abandon my luggage. The Swiss word for checking in is "einstellen."
I was very happy in Switzerland: People were friendly, life was normal, and
society was civilized. In looking back, I believe what attracted me most was a flair of
the 19th century abounding.
In 1960 I left State to become the Area Specialist for Central Europe at the
Library of Congress. My area of responsibility included Switzerland: I was responsible
mostly for publications in the humanities and social sciences; and my functions included
the recommendation of acquisitions (mostly of recent publications); the answering of
reference inquiries and the promotion of the collections. The last is exemplified by an
article entitled "German-language Helvetica" which I wrote for the Library's Quarterly

Journal (December, 1961) and which provided a panorama of recent Swiss acquisitions._
This article caught the eye of Dr. Lukas Burckhardt, the Swiss cultural attach6, and
became the basis for a fruitful relationship. Burckhardt had been a labor expert and had
not been a professional in the cultural field. This circumstance was the source of his
effectiveness, as it enabled him to manage cultural relations objectively. His humor,
drive, earthiness, friendliness, and intelligence made him one of the most effective
attach~ I have known. The lectures he sponsored and presentations he organized helped
me in my research. It was through him that I joined SAHS. Early on he invited me for
lunch at a fancy restaurant, but forgot his wallet. Later, he sent me a check with a note
on his calling card (his favorite mode of communication) saying "Von dem AttacM, Ohne
Portemonnaie. " One of his successors came with his wife to the Library, and I showed
them around, taking them into the stacks and to the Swiss section. At random, I pulled
the last book of this section off the shelf and handed it to him; he opened it in the middle
and showed the page to his wife, saying: "Is this not a picture of our summer house?"
And then there was the inquiry about our holdings of the Peter Ochs manuscripts.
I discovered Peter Ochs was a prominent Basel politician during the Helvetik, but later
fell into disgrace and was forced to sell his collection of manuscripts to a Russian library,
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which, in turn, after the Communist revolution, offered them for sale in New York. And
then it said that the Library of Congress also appeared as a purchaser. I searched high
and low and could not find any trace in the collections. But then a very able reader
discovered them. The card catalog of the Law Library had one tray marked "Manuscript
Shelf List" and there the papers were listed as being in the Law Library manuscript
collection. To understand this situation, one has to know that the regular catalog lists
only books (monographs) and not manuscripts, maps, music, serials, photos, etc. Also,
the Law Library has an autonomous status and as such has its own manuscript collection.
It did not develop a catalog of its manuscript holdings, but listed them on a shelf list, a
kind of catalog where the library cards are put in the same order as the material appears
on the shelf. At that time the Law manuscripts were kept in the Rare Book Room, but
were not part of its collection.
Beginning in 1961, I served as section editor for Switzerland for the 'Recently
Published Articles' section of the American Historical Review and continued when this
function was published independently (until 1990).

This involved listing periodical

articles on the history of Switzerland since 1500. At the same time, I began my research
on the role of Germanic warrior clubs. Studies in Swiss folklore provided me new
insights on the warrior club origin of the early modern Swiss practice of Heimsuche
(hamsocn), in particular the understanding that these Swiss groups proceeded against
unwelcome fellow citizens without giving them a hearing, a practice that may be traced
back to the prehistoric period. I also discovered that the Nibelungen were a warrior club
of the Burgundians, thus explaining why the Burgundians were able to settle so soon in
Switzerland (Sapaudia) after their troops had been annihilated by the Huns. The reason
was it was the warrior clubs that were killed, but the militia, which had stayed home,
survived.
After I had been a member of SAHS for some years, I was asked to serve as its
secretary, an offer which I accepted, as I thought my experience with other historical
societies might be helpful. So I suggested that the SAHS being affiliated with American
Historical Society could avail itself of free meeting facilities at AHA annual meetings,
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not to replace our annual meetings, but to serve as regional meetings, especially on the
West Coast. Also, we had our meetings announced in the AHA newsletter. Otherwise,
my main task was to prepare the minutes of the annual meetings and to answer inquiries
from outsiders about membership and genealogical resources. It was a pleasant duty, and
I enjoyed the meetings. Even though I acted the outsider at times, I was never treated
as such. And how do I miss Heinz Meier!
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REVIEWS
Riccarda Racine, "Das Selbstverstiindnis eines schweizerischen Auswanderer-Vereins in
den USA: Die Geschichte der Zeitschrift Swiss-American Historical Society Review,"
Lizentiatsarbeit an der philosophisch-historischen Fakultat der Universitat Basel, 1994.

Racine's work treats two subjects: the Society and the contents of the Swiss-

American Historical Society Review. After a brief overview of the Society's first decades
following its 1927 founding in Chicago, she traces in detail its evolution since 1965. The
structure of the organization and the gender, educational, and geographical distribution
of the membership are discussed. Although the diplomat Lukas Burckhardt reorganized
the Society in 1965, the author fails to underscore his important role, while she does
stress the leading part that academics--especially historians--have played. She-stresses
Leo Schelbert's many contributions to the history of Swiss-American immigration,
offering a review of his EinfUhrung in die schweizerische Auswanderungsgeschichte der

Neuzeit.
The focus of this work is an analysis of articles in the Swiss-American Historical

Society Review to show how Swiss immigrants to the United States have viewed
themselves. Racine studies nineteen biographical and autobiographical contributions to
the journal. Her division "heroic biographies" includes Secretary of the Treasury Albert
Gallatin and the bridge-builder Othmar Ammann, and "successful biographies" include
Alfred Gonzenbach, the co-founder of Valley Queen Cheese in South Dakota, while she
lists under "unsuccessful biographies" Henry Wirz, the commander of Andersonville
prison. The autobiographical pieces selected treat academics such as Maurice E. Perret,
a geographer at the University of Wisconsin at Stevens Point, and entrepreneurs such as
Albert Daub in publishing.

Contributions by the Utah pioneer Louise Hasler and
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Smithsonian restorer Walter Angst-the speaker at the Society's 1991 annual meeting in
Washington, D.C.-are grouped as "survivors' accounts." Racine comments that Angst's
autobiographical tale is the review's only account by or about a working man and claims
that Leo Schelbert, in his introduction, ·shows an unease about this text which deals with
the cruelty inflicted on "common" people by Swiss as well as American society (p. 80).
The author points out that one belief is expressed in many of the biographical and
autobiographical pieces: that the Swiss-American settler made the "right decision" in
immigrating to the U.S. She also notes that the journal's articles demonstrate the variety
of educational experiences, occupations, and economic circumstances that the Swiss
encountered. Auto-didacts and Ph.D. 's, a treasury secretary, farmers, businessmen, and
a military commander, among others, as well as wealthy entrepreneurs and poor
homesteaders are the subjects of many. One would assume that the membership of a
society that features such diversity in its publication would view heterogeneity as a salient
aspect of the Swiss experience in America. But the author does not mention this.
Racine notes that the Review reflects the Society's joint academic and lay
membership. The autobiographical "stories" provide sources for history and appeal to
many, while the contributions by professionals demonstrate concern for the "historical
meaning" of the Swiss-American immigration. Unfortunately, the author's point-of-view
toward her subject is condescending and many of her comments are snide.

While

admitting that "some" articles in the journal are "very good," as are "many" of the book
reviews, she argues that "the most professional treatments are dropped in next to [pieces]
on postage-stamp collections, family anecdotes and hero-worshiping biographies" (p. 88).

Sabine Jessner, Emerita,
Indiana University, Indiana.polis
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Kieser, Rolf and Kurt R. Spillmann, eds. (with Thomas Koppel. 1he New Switzerland:
Palo Alto, CA: Society for the Promotion of Science and
Scholarship (SPOSS), 1996. ix, 399 pp. Figures. Tables. Cloth.

Problems and Policies.

This volume, edited by Rolf Kieser and Kurt R. Spillmann, consists of twentyeight essays written by a group of Swiss scholars and officials. Originally intended as
a new edition of the 1978 volume Modern Switzerland (edited by J. Murray Luck, Lukas
F. Burckhardt, and Hans Haug), The New Switzerland nonetheless differs significantly
in content and perspective from its earlier counterpart. As noted by the editors in the
preface, the book does not attempt to provide its readers with a comprehensive account
of Switzerland; rather, it seeks to inform a broad international audience through "a
discussion of the present and future state of Switzerland conducted by prominent
p~rsonalities in Swiss public life ... " (vii). The work succeeds in its intended goal; not
only does it give an in-depth analysis, as the title suggests, of the problems and policies
of contemporary Switzerland, but it also offers much insight into how a cross-section of
Swiss intellectuals view the country's past, present, and future.

The New Switzerland covers a wide-range of topics and is divided into four
general thematic sections. The first, "History and Politics," includes essays on history,
politics, democracy, security policy, neutrality, Switzerland's relationship to Europe, and
its position as an international mediator. The second part, "Economy and Ecology,"
deals with agriculture, industry, tourism, banking, transport, energy, and environmental
protection. A third section, "Society," covers diverse-topics such as the status of women
and youth, immigration, drug abuse, standards of living, social security, multiculturalism,
religion, education, and sports. The fourth, and shortest, section, "Culture," contains
two essays on cultural policy and one on art. A final essay by Rolf Kieser, "Switzerland
and the United States," closes the work and serves as its conclusion. The contributors
write with authority and perception, each displaying an extensive knowledge of the
general aspects and minute details of their subjects. Together, the essays provide the
reader not only with a familiarity of contemporary Swiss developments--and the
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intellectual climate in which they occur-but also with many previous nuggets of
information, ranging from the serious (i.e., that the canton of Appenzell fully regularized
female suffrage only in 1993) to the absurd (i.e., that 65 percent of Swiss summer
Olympic medals have been won in the sitting position).

Brief biographies provide

information on the contributors; however, a more substantial introduction, putting the
essays into a historical, political, or intellectual context, and, perhaps, highlighting key
themes or concepts and their significance, certainly would have helped the uninitiated
reader. Fourteen of the essays include bibliographies for further reading (this reviewer
wishes they all had). Several texts are accompanied by figures and charts (twenty-four
total); unfortunately, poor quality graphics render some of the information difficult to
interpret.
Patient readers will therefore get from this book a stimulating exposure to many
issues facing Switzerland (as well as to the "revised" thinking on them) as it moves
headlong into the twenty-first century.

Although the contributors vary in their

interpretations and assessments of Switzerland's past and present, and in their hopes for
its future, several general questions are addressed in virtually all the essays.

For

example, can Switzerland continue to exist as it has, economically and culturally part of
Europe, but politically apart from it? The contributors seem to share the belief that
Switzerland's failure to become a full member of the European Union (as well as the
December 1992 rejection by Swiss voters of the European Economic Area agreement)
has had (and, more importantly, will have) dire consequences for the tiny country. Most
essays further suggest that Switzerland's "aloofness," its seeming disinterest in fully
joining the European community, is not a matter of ability, but rather, as Dieter
Chenaux-Repond puts it, one of "political willingness" (42)--a willingness to step outside
of its traditional isolationist (and, as some would argue, opportunist) role to participate,
on all levels, in European affairs. A related question concerns the nature of the "Swiss
identity." Are the Swiss "unique" and, if so, can this "uniqueness" be maintained in an
increasingly global, multicultural, and technologically-oriented world? The picture of
Switzerland that emerges from the contributors' attempts to answer questions such as
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these is one of a country in transition-a country bound to certain, arguably no longer
viable, principles by the shackles of its history, but yet quite capable of demonstrating
an impressive stability, and prosperity, in the long-term. In general, the look to the
future is uncertain, if not grim.

Reacting to the older, highly positive view of

Switzerland (i.e., such as that apparently expressed in Modem Switzerland which,
according to the editors, "now reads like a hymn to a great past"), the contributors seem
intent on debunking the country's "mythic" image; one wonders, however, if some of
them have perhaps gone too far in the other direction. While paeans to its former glory
are certainly unnecessary, it does not seem that more consideration of what Switzerland
is "doing right" would be particularly damaging to new or revised interpretations and
assessments of its history, present state of affairs, or future position in the new world
order.
The editors recognize the "controversial" nature of some of the authors' views
and are "well aware of the criticism [they] may elicit" (vii).

A reaction to the

"controversial" opinion of an individual contributor cannot, of course, be considered as
an objective (or even legitimate) criticism of the work as a whole. Nevertheless, it must
be noted that some of the authors' views immediately triggered red flags in the mind of
this reviewer, calling into question, however, unfairly, the validity of, and motives
behind, their interpretations. For example, in her essay "Women and Power," Yvette
Jaggi writes that: "Unlike men, who are not beset by doubts about their abilities, women
lack self-confidence" (196). Aside from being a grossly inaccurate generalization, this
statement appears quite ironic in the context of an essay written about women by a
woman who happens to be a former member of Parliament and the mayor of Lausanne!
To cite a second example, Urs Frauchiger, in his essay on cultural policy, claims: "In
business, in the military, even in sports, only those with some qualification should be
allowed to participate in public discussions. A person unfamiliar with the fundamentals,
who is unacquainted with the basic literature on a given subject and has no concrete
experience, should keep quiet--or be persuaded to do so" (348-9). One immediately
wonders if such statements are indeed merely the views of certain "controversial"
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individuals or if in fact they illustrate larger phenomena, such as the problems inherent
in the Swiss conceptions of gender equality and democracy or, more generally, the
profoundly conservative (in the most traditional sense) nature of Swiss political culture.
While no definite conclusions about the book should be reached solely on the basis of
Jaggi's and Frauchiger's respective opinions, their views nonetheless do pro-xide the
reader with a curious and thought-provoking glimpse into the, as the editors phrase it,
11

current 'state of the union.' 11
Compiling a volume such as The New Switzerland, which spans such a diverse

array of topics, and making it accessible to a wide variety of readers, must have been no
easy task. This book will be of assistance both to those who seek general information
on contemporary Switzerland and to those who want detailed analyses of particular
issues, problems, or policies. The contributors and editors of 1he New Switzerland give
an intriguing picture of Switzerland as it passes through a critical stage in its march
toward the new millennium.

Nicole Butz, Ph.D. Candidate
University of Illinois at Chicago
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America Experienced. Eighteenth and Mneteenth Century Accounts of Swiss Immigrants
to the United States. Leo Schelbert, editor. Documents translated by Hedwig Rappolt.
Picton Press, 1966. Pp. 453.

This fascinating anthology of letters written by immigrants to the United States
during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries is a thoroughly engrossing text. What
emerges from the various groupings of correspondence is a picture of a hum~ odyssey
that is often of heroic proportions. The immense courage to uproot oneself and voyage
to an unknown and in some instances unfriendly environment is amply demonstrated as
one reads through the sixty-three letters that comprise this collection.
In all instances the reader is told compellingly of the hardships and frustrations
of leaving familiar surroundings in Switzerland to undertake a re-establishment in
America. Each letter manages to portray the sense of excitement perhaps, and certainly
the palpable feeling of alienation of which the editor, Leo Schelbert, speaks so clearly
in the Introduction to the text. Every correspondent emerges as an individual at odds
with the search for a new identity in a new and often hostile world. Schelbert rightly
notes the feelings of being "alien in alien surroundings." (Prologue, xvi) It is the
struggle to escape this isolation, the constant effort to establish a sense of control over
one's new destiny that characterizes each letter, thereby giving distinct personality to the
various contributions. Seen as a whole, the entire collection of letters gives credence to
the Gidian concepts of self-knowledge and availability to new experiences as the keys to
fulfillment. The reader is left with a sense of admiration as each correspondent makes
the effort to render the New World more and more hospitable and familiar.
As a piece of scholarship and a contribution to the field of Swiss-American
studies, this collection is first-rate. This reviewer was immediately impressed by the
clear organization of the book. Two sections of virtually equal length are devoted, one
each, to the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Within each section, the letters span a
time period that gives a balanced perspective of the century in question.
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Of special value in this collection, in addition to the letters themselves, are the
scrupulously edited Bibliography and Indices at the end of the volume. This scholarly
detail will certainly open doors to further research in to the impact of Swiss immigration
to the United States. The double index, one for every name mentioned in the text either
of correspondent or referent, and one for every place to which reference was made, is
of immense import. The picture is complete.
From beginning to end this is a most satisfying contribution, and one that remains
true to its intended objective. In fact, Schelbert has clearly demonstrated with each letter
an individual at odds with the unknown, and that it is truly. " ... their own efforts as well
as the vagaries of fate that make every life unpredictable and a story worth telling." (414)
It is to be hoped that more such letters will be forthcoming. They provide an
important testimony to the power of the human will and sacrifice that helped shape the
development of the United States during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

Jeffrey L. Burkhart, University of Memphis
Department of Foreign La.nguages and Literatures
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Bentz, Felix P. Exploring My Life: 1he Memoirs of Felix P. Bentz. Published by the
Author, 1996.

In his foreword, Felix P. Bentz explains that the impetus for writing his memoirs
came from the receipt of a similar effort by a colleague in the oil business. As an
international oil geologist, Bentz had the opportunity to realize his dream of traveling the
world. Added as a postscript but perhaps more effective as a prologue is his credo
written at the age of 30 and the beginning of his career. Bentz states his goal to live a
full life roaming the globe and using his gifts to reproduce his thoughts, impressions and
experiences while avoiding ignorance, intolerance and complacency.
The life experience of Felix Bentz could also be read as an early forerunner of
the new information worker; the new elites that transcend national and cultural
boundaries as employees of multinational corporations. Born into a solid, respectable and
comfortable family, Bentz learned early the importance of ties through family, education
and nationality. Bentz also uses his language skills and training in geology to realize his
dream of a career that involves international travel.
Bentz offers a chronological and impressionistic account of his life beginning with
an extensive family tree and fond memories of the richness of tradition he experienced
while growing up in Switzerland. Whether as a sign of the times or evocative of the
world of the new information worker is the contrast with the lives of his children who
experience many moves and less intensive contact with family members but also
experience a more cosmopolitan lifestyle.
Bentz begins his odyssey in Dallas, Texas where we get a glimpse of the life of
a new type of guest worker--the elite .knowledge worker and the ups and downs of
establishing oneself in a foreign country with a growing young family. Bentz then tells
of his years abroad working in Turkey for Mobil and the toil it took on his family's
health.

This is followed by employment with Midmar, a company involved with

mapping potential areas for offshore drilling.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol33/iss1/11

38

et al.: Full Issue

38
This affords Bentz the opportunity to see the world and he makes the most of his
free time with energetic ·sightseeing in exotic places such as the East Indies, the South
Pacific, Egypt, Kuwait and China.

While his touring is efficient and displays a

commendable curiosity, his lack of time leads him to apply W estem values as universals
in his descriptions of other cultures. More fascinating is the world of the expatriates and
their community.
Bentz shows us his evolution from a specific Swiss culture to the expatriate
culture which appears to be a hybrid of American mass culture. Gradually, he feels more
at home with other expatriates, even in Switzerland! Bentz writes of the tightly-knit
expatriate and specifically oil community and the ways in which its members assist each
other.
Throughout the book, Bentz's love for geology and exploration shines.

His

eagerness to share his interest with others is evident from his early slide shows in
Midland, Texas to his demand as a lecturer in Tucson, upon his retirement. His wife,
Beatrice, also receives much satisfaction in the gratitude she receives from her "little
Yaqui friends" through her work with both the Primavera Shelter and St. Philips.
While written as a personal account for family and friends, the historian can see
this already as a primary document useful for a variety of research topics. Just as most
travelers' stories tell you more about the traveler than the landscape, an autobiography
can reveal much about the priorities, concerns and values of the writer. The life of Felix
Bentz is also about the lives and experiences of the new international knowledge workers
and how their lives and their families are transformed by their employment.

Chalice Wilkerson, Ph.D. Candidate,
University of Illinois at Chicago
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